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often betraying a strong likeness both to the Greek and
the Jew. And though he is apparently more fanatical
than the Sunnite Muhamraadaii, yet European ideas
ought to find more acceptance with him than under the
sway of the Crescent. The splendour and the power
of the state seem with the Turk to be bound up with
his religion, for " the glory of Islam is the glory of the
Osmanli." But not so with the Persian, whose fore-
fathers were Persians before the appearance of Islam,
and whose nationality had already acquired a recognised
political status ages before the days of the Prophet.
The Ottoman, again, is a stock-breeder, a husbandman,
and a soldier; the Persian, above all, a trader and an
artist. And that the natives of Irania descend from an
ancient and long-civilised race is agreeably evident to
the stranger in the politeness, courteous and even re-
fined demeanour of the people, whether they belong to
the urban or rural classes.

But from the old despotic systems they have in-
herited the taint of cruelty. The savage sentences
imposed, especially for murder, theft, and political
offences, are carried out in a cold-blooded manner, which
implies that some feelings at least have long been dead-
ened to all sentiments of humanity. A frightful story
is told of a slave in Shiraz, twelve years old, who had
accidentally shot his master's son, and who was sen-
tenced by the governor to be crucified. Here also
Bower witnessed the execution of eleven robbers in one
morning. The criminals being arranged all in a row and
smoking a Tcali&n, the executioner walked up, slipped
their heads under his left arm, and cut their throats one
after the other in the most matter-of-fact way.

Mr. E. GL Browne, author of A Year Amongst the
Persians, insists on the political importance of the *fact
that the reigning dynasty is of Turld race. "The whole